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his error, except by unhesitatingly printing
the note which he has marked " private,"
which accompanied his communication for
the Journal. It is as follows :-

"Private.&mdash;Sir,&mdash;The notice in your
pages is entirely ex parle, and is believed in
this place to have been inserted under undue
influence. The insertion of the above let-
ter, which is not one half the length of your
notice, will alone divest the Cheltenham
public of such an idea. Yours obediently,

" J. DtcKSOV:’

On this, as on all other public questions,
we challenge the fullest inquiry into our

conduct and motives. If there have been

an" undue influence " exerted, it would be
as much for our advantage as for that of our

readers, that it should be exposed and anni-
hilated.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL

ANIMAL MAGNETISM.
SECOND REPORT OF FACTS AND

EXPERIMENTS.

ON the afternoon of Saturday, June the 2nd
another exhibition of the effects of " animal
magnetism" took place at this hospital,
before an audience which extended to every
corner of the theatre. The comfort and
satisfaction of the intelligent and highly
respectable visitors who attended on this
occasion would have been greatly promoted
had the use of one of the unoccupied the-
atres of University College itself, of which
the hospital is an appendage, been obtained
hy Dr. Elliotson. Without doubt the libe-
ral and enlightened Council of the College ’’

would have iustantly complied with his

request. The Bishop of Norwich, who was
present, was compelled to stand during the
whole proceedings, which lasted for three
hours, and Mr. Thomas Moore, the poet,
could find no other spot to view the expe-
riments, which appeared greatly to asto-
nish and interest him, than a small quadrant-
shaped shelf, whence, at the end of more
than two hours and a half, he descended,
covered with whitening from the walls.
There are several great theatres, capable of
accommodating with seats; of which there
is not one in the spectators’ part of the hos-
pital theatre,-nearly a thousand persons,
and all of them empty of students at the pre-
sent time. Surely Dr. Elliotson had only to
request the loan of one of them, to obtain
the immediate assent of the Council. Pub-
licity is essential to insure belief in the
reality of the proceedings which have to be
related on these occasions, and it might as

easily be rendered with convenience as

without. Among other well known gentle-
men who were present on Saturdav last,
were Professor Grant, Mr. Thos. Moore,
the Bishop of Norwich, Earl Stanhope, the
Earl of Wilton, the Earl of Mansfield, Mr.
Isaac Lyon Goldsmid, Colonel Yorke, Mr.
Bulteel, Sir Moses Montefiore, and many
Members of Parliament, surgeons, clergy-
men, and barristers. These names are not
mentioned to give a false eclat to the pro.
ceedings, but to supply some additional
verification respecting the alleged facts, by
references to individuals of repute and dis,
crimination.

As on the previous occasion, Dr. Elliot-son introduced the experiments by some
general and clinical remarks. Respecting
animal magnetism he said that he was satis-
fied that an influence could be exerted by
one person over another, independently of
all operation on the senses or the imagina-
tion, the person magnetised being totally
unconscious of the proceedings,-perhaps
being asleep, or suffering under coiivul-
sions. In the instances to be exhibited
before the assembly, the manipulations

’ were, for the most part, obliged to be made
with the knowledge of the individuals acted
upon, but the same results followed when
the manipulations were made in the wards,
without the knowledge of the patients. The
effects varied in different cases, sometimes
not occurring when tried to be produced,
while on other occasions they were at once
elicited. Some patients were not at all
aware of the results expected, and yet they
took place. Two boys were lately ad-
mitted, who had laboured under epilepsy
for a long period. Having held his hand for
a short time over the head of one of these
boys, the eyes began to quiver slightly, and
he fell nearly asleep. This was the first
time that the experiment had been tried on
him. At the next operation he fell quite
asleep, as he did invariably afterwards,
whether the hand was held in front or at
the back of the head. When persons were

talking to him the same results followed,
and on one occasion he (Dr. E.) had sent
him to sleep whilst the lad was walking up
stairs. The other boy resisted all the mag-
netic means employed, for many days suc-
cessively. There was no known reason for
this difference : neither of them were aware
at first what was expected to take place.
The former had been subject to epilepsy for
a long period, having had a fit daily for
nine weeks before his admission. Magne-
tism was performed on the day of his ad-
mission, and he had not had even one fit

during the entire month that he stayed in
the hospital. He went out, saying that he
was cured, and would stay no longer,"
though he (Dr. E.) wished him to remain to
undergo the Mesmeric treatment for an-

other month. The other boy, on whom the
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manipulations produced no effect, had fits and occurred daily, for two or three hours
-as usual, and went out at the end of six at a time, until she had another fit. For ten

weeks, fancying that he was incurable, days the magnetic passes produced node.
Two young men were now brought into cidedly sensible effect. She took no medi.

the theatre, and seated on chairs before the cine. The involuntary movements at length
audience. Dr. Elliotson said, that in these gradually diminished, and at last wholly
two patients, like those to whom he had ceased, and she had now experienced no fit
just alluded, the results of the passes were for nearly a month. 

,

different; in one the effects were most de- In the lock-jaw patient the attack used
cided, in the other no effect whatever to come on every other day, and had done
ensued. Dr. Elliotson now held his ex- so for a long period ; on one occasion the
tended hands, one towards the forehead of Jaw was locked for twenty-five hours; it

each patient. One youth fell asleep in a was locked when she was admitted .no the

few seconds, the other kept awake, and hospital. She, also, had .taken no medicine
smiled at the process. The young man 

for the compla;nt. The paroxysms became

who was asleep, Dr. E. said, had had three gradually shorter under the magnetic pro.
or four fits daily before his admission to the cess, and had now entirely ceased. She

hospital five weeks ago. After the first had desired a week ago to leave the hos.

operation the number of the fits diminished pital, being "quite well," as she said, bnt

to one a day, and he had now had no fit had stayed till to-day at Dr. Elliotsoris

since the 25th of May, a period of eight desire. 
days. In the other patient the process of 

The magnetic passes were now made on

magnetism was repeated daily for half an these patients. The epileptic female went

hour, in vain. No conclusion at present to sleep almost directly. The lock-jaw girl
could be drawn from this case, however, as 

on after. Some visitor here remarlced

the patient only experienced a fit once in that the lock-jaw patient was not asleep, or
three weeks. The patient who was now 

she would fall from her chair. (Her eyes
asleep, was not so very profoundly, Dr. E. were ciosed and her head had dropped.)
said, and he might be easily roused. The Dr. Elliotson requested him to test the

Doctor then rubbed his thumbs over the sleep, which he did by pinching her neck

patient’s eyebrows, from the inner angle of and arm smartly; but no sensibility was
the eyes outwards, when the patient partially evinced, and he was satisfied with this eNi.

opened his eyes, and looked stupidly around; dence. On being awoke by friction on the
the eyelids, however, immediately fell, and brows, the same gentleman asked her if
he said he could not raise them. Dr. El- she knew what had happened to her;"
liotson said, that this was not an unusual 

but she seemed dull, and yielded no expla-
effect, and was dissipated thus :-He then nation, not appearing to be conscious of the

pointed his extended fingers towards and 
events of the previous moment. 

close to the eyelids, when the lids were very 
Dr. Elliotson then said, that there were

soon lifted up, and the young man became other patients in the hospital, who had been
wide awake. To this process we shall subjected to not Mesmeric process, buthave to allude in another part of our report. whom it was The effects to bring beforeIt presents a singular phenomenon. The the assembly. The effects which kind,indications of sleep in this young man were A girl now in were of the simplest kind,the closing of the eyes, the dropping of the A girl now in the wards with St. Vitus’sjaw, the falling back of the head, and the dance, had been treated by this processtumbling of the body on one side. The alone, two doses of opening meclicine only
sleep appeared not to be affected. having been given by the nurse. The pro-

cess produced no sensible effects on this girl,
These youths being dismissed, a girl and yet the disease was daily declining, and she

a young woman were introduced. The was now able to do needle-work. It was
former had entered the hospital on May 11, not necessary that a sensible effect should
for attacks of hysterical lock-jaw, which be produced in cases in which nervous dis-
came on every other day, and lasted for 24 eases were successfully treated by this pro-
hours. The other patient, Ann Ross, had cess. He knew a gentleman who was
an epileptic fit once in a fortnight; and, treating many cases of epilepsy with Mes-
besides the fits, had been subject to invo- merism, and although no sensible effect was
luntary movements of the limbs. Ross was produced in the patients, yet the disease
admitted six weeks ago; the other patient was disappearing. He, Dr. Elliotson, had
about three weeks since. In both, the mag- also treated a case of hysterical delirium in
netic effects were very decided, profound a young woman by Mesmerism. In this

sleep being induced by merely holding the case, the girl had been in a state of delirium
extended hands towards the head. Three for five or six days, talking very ineohe-
or four days after the first fit in the hospital, rently. As she was a stout plethoric girl,
Ross was seized in the morning with the in- on the day of her admission she was bled
voluntary movements (in the arms and legs), and purged, but on the following day she
which rendered her incapable of standing, was no better. On the third day, as there
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was nothing like inflammation present, Mes- the brain. A few leeches were accordingly
merism was performed upon her, and al- applied, aud the affection was removed.

though it did not induce sleep, yet in six On another occasion he found her in a state
hours after the process she became tranquit, of " classical" delirium, in which she had
gradually, under the use of the remedy, got an extraordinary memory of the names of
better, and went out last week quite well. diseases, and the remedies which are em-The treatment in this case was as success- ployed for them. All these effects had oc-
ful as possible, yet on no occasion was curred independently of animal magnetism.
there more than a certain degree of sleepi- She had seen the prescriptions which he
ness induced. In all these cases there was had ordered for her, and the words had
not the slightest doubt of the reality of the dwelt on her memory. Three weeks before
symptoms, this she had seen her sister when under the
The next two patients to whom Dr. EI- influence of animal magnetism. Both the

liotson said he should allude, were epileptic sisters were, when under his care, remark-
girls, who were subject also to other very ably susceptible of external influences, so
singular nervous diseases, one of which much so, indeed, that a knock at the door
consisted in a peculiar delirium, in which produced epilepsy in them. Elizabeth was
they spoke bad and broken English, and in first sent to the hospital, and as it was re-whIch they were partly very acute, and ported that she had derived benefit from the
partly idiotic. These girls were O’Key use of Mesmerism, Jane, whose fits were as
and her sister, the subjects of the experi- violent as ever, before any treatment was
ments in our report in THE LANCET of May adopted at home, was sent there for the
26th. They had, during delirium, no feeling purpose of being subjected to the same
in the body or limbs. On one occasion, in treatment.which they were subjected to electrical In order to understand various circum-
shocks so severe that no one else could bear stances in the cases of these girls, it should
them, they only smiled at the motion of the be explained here, that Elizabeth O’Key
wheel of the machine, and remarked, " what exhibits by turns four distinct states of mind
a funny noise it made." When a strongly and body.* First, her natural state, when
charged Leyden jar was discharged against she is very reserved and quiet in her man-
one of them, she exclaimed, "Oh, I saw ner, like a person labouring under a dull
the spark," and evinced no sensation what- headach, and in which state she is per-
ever but that of sight. This state of deli- fectly rational and sensible. Secondly, a
rium in them would sometimes occur with. state of harmless delirium, in which viva-
out the aid of magnetism, though it could city, kindness, and familiarity of manner
be immediately produced or removed by a are very conspicuous, with constant talk.
pass of the hand or other magnetic process. Into this state she passes by the simplest
These two girls were now brought into magnetic process, and it is attended by an

the theatre and seated on chairs, and what instant brilliancy of the eye, smiles, and
passed in this public situation we shall at- congratulations offered to the first person
tempt to describe with exactness and fide- whom she sees :&mdash;" Ah ! How de ye ? I’m
lity. Some of the phenomena were similar very glad to see at you. Where have you
to those evidenced on the 10th of May. been ?" A pass of the finger before half of
Others were quite new and more singular. her face, arrests this vivacity in a moment,
The names of the girls are Elizabeth and and the girl becomes fixed in whatever posi-
Jane O’Key, and as their history, previous tion she held at the moment, with her eye-
to their admission into the hospital, was lids dropped two-thirds or more over the
briefly described at the London Medical So- eyes, the eyes directed very slightly in-
ciety, on the 28th of May, by Dr. Theophi- wards towards the nose, a shade of thought.
lus Thomson, we shall transfer the report fulness appearing on the brow, and the
of his statements on the subject to this mouth closing. This is the third state. If
place. Dr. Thomson said, that both of she be not farther magnetised, she recovers
those gills had been under his care, as pa- from it in about a quarter or half a minute,
tients, before their admission to University almost invariably saying, "Ah ! how do
College Hospital. He knew most of Jane ye?" If the pass be made farther down-
O’Key, who was the last admitted there, wards, and with the whole hand, the stupor
and whom he originally attended for phre- lasts longer. If the movement of the hand
nitis, which was followed by epileptic fits. be energetic at once, or if the passes be re-
Depletion and calomel for a time relieved peated three or four times slightly, the lidsher, but the fits eventually returned, and re- quite close, the head drops, the joints of the
sisted the treatment employed. He found lower limbs yield, the whole frame relaxes,
her on one occasion with the senses, vision and deep sleep ensnes. This is the fourth
included, apparently suspended ; this lasted state. She may be aroused from it by rub-
for a day or two. He thought, at first, that ’

these were symptoms of effusion, but on * To this a fifth might now be added, but
examining her more carefully, he considered that condition will be the subject of some
that the state had its origin in congestion of remarks in another division of our report.
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bing the eyebrows, or blowing into the eyes,
&c., passing again either into the delirium,
or into the natural state ; the former change
is easily effected, the latter generally with
difficulty. Once put into delirium, in that
state she is seen during nearly the whole of
the experiments.
Jane O’Key is so constantly in the state of

delirium that to the spectator it appears to
be her natural condition, and from a natural
state it is only distinguishable at first by
the extraordinary ease, sociability, and sim-
plicity of her manner, her occasional mis-
use of words, and an extreme conscienti.
ousness and quickness of remark. She has
also four states, more readily produced than
in her sister, and on recovering from the
stupor or sleep, her exclamation is, invaria-
bly, " Oh 1. God bless at my soul," with ex-
pressions of delight on seeing persons whom
she knows, if she likes them, which possi-
bly she may not, for her hatred of some in-
dividuals is apparently as strong as her
affection is towards others. Mr. Herbert
Mayo, for instance,-who, however, nevel
appears to have done her any harm, but

evidently takes great and good-tempered
pleasure in performing innocent experi-
ments on her,-she cannot bear, and will
tell him, in the most angry tone, that she
"cannot bear him," that she " likes him
worse than the devil." Towards her sister.
the nurse, Dr. Elliotson, and Mr. Wood;
she entertains, apparently, the most unbound
ed affection. A frown, a look of anger, 01

an approach towards her with the mouth
open, sends her away in a moment. These;
and other such circumstances, are trifling
facts, but to every observer they develop
very interesting traits in human nature;
which are watched with much interest,
whether they be manifested by an impostor
who is playing tricks with nature, or one
with whom nature is playing tricks. The
sisters are aged 16 and 17.
The experiments on them in the theatre:

on the 2nd of June, were conducted as fol.
lows :-Mr. Wood, while Dr. Elliotson was
speaking, commenced the passes behind
Elizabeth O’Key, out of her sight. When
three or four had been made, she began tc
pass from her natural state to that of sleep,
"Now, gentlemen, look at her," said Dr.
Elliotson. Her eyes closed, and her head
fell back. Pressure on th-e eyebrows woke
her into delirium, when she leaned forward,
began to observe the feet around her, rose,
and went to Colonel Yorke, whose hat she
took. O’Key. " I’ll make it tidy, shall I,’
(Her chief characteristic seems to be clean-
liness, continually manifested in proceed.
ings of this kind). " Where’s Dr. Elliot
son ?" said the visitor. " Why you’ve got
him, haven’t you ? Poor Dr. Elliotson.’
(She had no notion of turning round to look
for anything). Dr. E. -"I’m in that hat;
take me out."- " Well, it’s a very nice

place, its so clean." Dr. E, " Do you
know that gentleman." " Yes, I know you,
You’ve got those beauty white eyes." (She
had seen this person once before). She caught
sight of the Doctor. "Ah! Dr. Ellisson,
how do ye? I’m very glad to see you,
What a many white people here are. Sit
away one, sit away two, sit away three."

(Counting them.)
Elizabeth O’Key was here put to sleep

with a single pass. Jane, on seeing her,
laughed; and, hugging her, said, " Oh, you’
silly thing, you shouldn’t live that way.’
Dr. Elliotson remarked, as every one was
struck with her peculiar manners, that ’ she
was one of the best-hearted girls in the
world." Some gentleman sat on the ground
to rest, " Oh don’t sit that way," she said,
" Your name isn’t Norval if you sit in
that poor place." Dr. Elliotson. " Look
up there," (at the crowd). O’Key. " Oh!
what a many white ones ! Why, where the
d&mdash;1 did you all come from ? (Great laugh-
ter.) As she spoke, a slight pass of the
hand, from some visitor behind her, stupi-
fied her, and, as she stood, Mr. Wood, also
behind her, to the right, drew his hand,
pointed towards her side, at a yard distance,
gradually away from her. The process
turned her round from a front position to an
oblique one. He continued the motion
with his hand, and the girl fell asleep, and
dropped to the floor. She was awoke by
blowing on her eyes; and, on recovering her
legs, began to skip and sing,-

" I went into a tailor’s shop,
To buy a suit of clothes,

But where the money came from,
G- A-- knows."

Immense laughter followed the distich,
and from that she proceeded to sing,-
" Malbrook she went to be shaved,
And the barber he cut her white chin,"-

when, her volatility being too great for any
other experiments, Dr. Elliotson said " he
must stupify her," which a single pass of
one finger before her face effected in a

moment, the girl passing from the state of
excessive merriment to that of perfect eata-
leptic quiet. It is to show how striking
are the effects of these passes upon her that
we describe the various insignificant acts of
the patient. While in this stupor Mr.

Wood, at five or six inches from the back of
her head, opened and shut his mouth seve-
ral times. Her lips quivered, as if trying 
to open and shut, and the effort ended in

sleep. This was twice done with partial
success. Being awoke, she was seated in
the chair, when, tying a knot in her hand.
kerchief, she said, " I’m going to make a
Sawney, now," and, giving it a few turns in
the air, she converted it into a laughable
figure, which she began to dance, but illr,
Wood, on drawing his hand away behind
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her, stupified her in the act, and when oscillations, the limb following neither mag-
hehad receded four or five yards from her netiser. Her dislike of dirt was repeatedly
chair, her body inclined backwards, and she shown. She refused to keep her eyes on
gae a violent start, carrying the seat back the skylight blictds, because the rain had
a foot or two, and, having fallen fast asleep, soiled them. 

.

she was caught by a visitor. When awoke, Dr. Elliotson said that he thought he had
by rubbing the eyebrows, some one asked observed certain laws in the phenomena.
her where she had been. "I haven’t been These were the increasing effec t produced by
nowhere," she replied. (None of these vul- magnetising with one, two, three, or more
garisms in her speech are heard when in her fingers. When holding Mr. Wood’s hand, the
natural state.) Dr. Elliotson having assur- sleep produced was quicker and more lasting
ed her that she had been asleep, she replied, than when not so connected. When Mr.Wood
"Oh, Dr. Elliotson, you’re mad ; you’re (unobserved by the girl) took Lord Wilton’s
quite a baby; I haven’t been to sleep; I hand, the eflect was increased, one finger
wouldn’t go to sleep in daylight ; I’m going putting her to sleep directly. Now and then
to make a parson now," twirling her hand- some accidental gesture of the hand, while
kerchief; and before she could be prevent- near her, produced stupefaction. Pressing
ed (a prelate and many reverend gentlemen on her shoulders and clavicles awoke her
being present) she had twisted it into a head into the natural state, when it was difficult
and cassock, when Dr. Elliotson stupified to so wake her by other methods. Dr. El-
her with a pass. In this state Mr. Wood liotson said that she had, while asleep,
attempted to make her rise from the chair, stated that such would be the case, if tried.
by drawing his hand upwards, above her The contrast of her manner in the natural
head, but, instead of rising, her head gradu- state was very marked. Her manner was
ally fell back, and she went to sleep. On then in the utmost degree respectful and

awaking, something had been placed be- courteous to all, and she neither spoke nor
tween her face and her hands. As she did moved without being addressed. On being
act appear to know of the existence of any- again put into delirium, her first remark was
thing which she could not see, she missed on the " dirtiness and untidilless " of some
her hands, asked where they were gone, object before her. Lord Mansfield, we be-
and recovered sight of them with much lieve, here pointed his hand at her, from be-
satisfaction. Another effort, during stupe- hind, when she immediately fell asleep.
faction, to draw her upwards, failed. Her "She did not see me do that," he observed.
head again dropped back in sleep. It was "No," said Dr. Elliotson, " you may cross-
here shown that when in the state of stupe- examine her in any way you like." When she

faction to blow in her eyes would send her next awoke, the pressure of a thumb in the
to sleep, and that to blow in them when palm of her left hand put her to sleep again,
she was asleep, would awake her. Blow- and then pressure of a thumb in her right
ing on the back of the hand had the same hand woke her. This pressure was sug.
effects. gested by the girl when asleep in the ward.‘
On awaking now, she begged to tell Dr. A half-hundred weight, and some other

liotson a story, about a white pudding weights, were now brought into the theatre,
and a white nightcap," and, with much ra- and tied together, and she was requested to
pidity, for fear she should be stopped, lift them, but she refused " to touch the
related, amid the greatest laughter of the dirty things." ’Do it to please me."-
audience, an account of a son who informed " Well, if I must, I will." The amount was
his father that 11 two tell him the truth he 84 pounds, and she could not raise either
could not have his white nightcap, because the whole, or the 56 pound weight. She
mother was obliged to boil the pudding in was restored to her natural state, but still
it." During this narration she was repeat- could not raise the weights. Of course we
edly pinched by visitors, without evincing speak of what she did not do, and what she
the least sensation. An addition to the appeared not to be able to do. Indeed the
story was stopped by a pass of the hand. effort seemed to be far beyond the successful
In the course of the experiments, the draw- accomplishment of so small and delicate a
ing outwards and aside of her arms, the person. She was then put to sleep prepara-
turning round of the whole body, and at- tory to being restored to delirium and stupe-
tempts (only partially successful, as she fell faction, to show if the magnetic process
asleep) to make her open her mouth and would, in the latter state, enable her to lift
wink her eyes, were frequently performed, the weights. Some visitor behind her here
by magnetic means, adopted, out of her tried to draw her arm on one side, by the
sight, at every variety of interval, during usual mode; after many passes he found no

periods of stupefaction, by almost every effect, and with surprise pointed out the
person around. The cataleptic state was fact; but it was shown that she was asleep,
not producible at all during sleep ; it was which, although a magnetic result itself, al-
one of the phenomena of delirium. Passes lowed further magnetic passes to produce
made to draw the arm in opposite directions no effect but that of increasing the intensityat the same time by two persons, produced of the sleep. The delirium, and then the
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stupefaction, being excited, the same visitor which Elizabeth very much disapproved,
found a similar process effectual in drawing before so many strangers, she being in her
aside the arm. Opening and shutting the natural state. The movement threw Jane
hand behind and near to, her own, out of her O’Key’s head partly back, when she caught
sight, produced the same phenomena in hers. sight of the crowd in the upper rows, and
While seated in the chair, her hand and exclaimed, in surprise, 11 only look! What

arm were bound to a splint, from the palm to a lot of heads! And faces of all sizes! Oh,
the elbow, with a mass of tow and bandaging, there !" pointing to some who was gazing
to prevent injury to the wrist. She did not very curiously at her, " Look at the foo]."
notice this (not being sensible to pressure The audience laughed vociferously ; but the
&c.), her hand and arm being out of her seriousness of the girl continued. Some
direct sight while so treated, but sang and person having left a vacant place, a voice
whistled, using her left hand for various called, to a friend below, 11 There’s room
purposes. On obtaining a sight of the up here now."&mdash;" Room," exclaimed the
bandaged limb, she laughed heartily, and girl, 11 Suppose some of you up there cut

said" Oh look here! what the d-1’s that?" your lucky, and there will he plenty of
Dr. Elliotson remarked that such words room." While speaking, her hand was

would frighten Mr. Stebbing, (the chaplain placed in that of Elizabeth, who was asleep
of the hospital, who was looking on). She in the chair, and in an instant Jane fell
replied " I dont care for Mr. Stebbing, nor asleep also, effectually magnetised by the
the d--1 neither, my dear. I only care for mere contact (Dr. Elliotson said) so h;ghly
Mr. Wood and Dr. Elliotson." She was sensitive was she of the magnetic inS’tenee."
requested to be quiet, " till the rain was Both were awoke, and began to talk to each
over." It was rattling in torrents on the sky- other. Elizabeth presently leaned rather
light, but she had not noticed the great noise forward, to notice something, when a by.
thus made, and, on being told (to keep her stander passed his finger before her face,
attention) that it would do good, she said and fixed her in that position. Jane, seeing
I’ll tell you what ; it’s my opinion that if I her thus placed, leaned her own face towards
was out in the rain for an hour it would do Elizabeth’s, in banter, when, to the surprise
me a great deal of good, for,"-the sentence of all, in that position she was fixed by
was stopped by a pass of the hand, as the looking at the magnetised sister; in a short
cord attached to the weights was now time longer she dropped asleep, with her
placed in her hand at about a foot from the forehead against her sister’s face. Being
ring. The amount, however, was diminished awoke, she observed Dr. Elliotson standing
to 7Olbs, as she had been asked, while in with his back towards her, talking to some
somnambulism, whether she could lift 84111s. person, when she gently put her hand
She replied that " the negro "-a spirit into his coat-pocket, and having called his
which she says constantly attends her, and attention to the fact, said " Here Dr. Elliot-
whom she consults on various occasions, son, listen at this. Train up a child in the
told her she could lift 80, but it would hurt way he should go, and when he is old he will
her ribs." Mr. Wood now held his hand not depart from it ;" whereupon she slowly
above her arm, and drew it upwards several drew forth his handkerchief, amid the
times. Presently the cord straightened; laughter and gratification of the whole as-
all eyes but her own were fixed on the sembly.
weights, which stood by the side of her Dr. Elliotson then procured a large
chair, she rose a little from her seat, and, at screen of stout brown paper, four feet
that disadvantageous distance from the square, which two persons held np be-

rings, raised the mass three or four inches, tween him and the girl, when, on passing
staggered a moment, and let them fall again his hand two or three times down, in a line
over another spot, just escaping her own with the girl, out of her sight, she remained
and half a dozen other feet in their descent. fixed in her position. On one of these oc-
She instantly afterwards fell asleep, into casions she was boxing at the paper, 11 pitch-
the arms of some one who caught her. ing into it," as she said, when two passes of
When awoke, seeing the bandage, Bhe asked the hand, on the other side, fixed her in
with laughing, where her white hand was the pugilistic attitude.
gone, and "Who did do that?" Being re- Dr. Elliotson then intimated that the
stored to her natural state, some gentleman pressure of her hands against those of another
said to her " Did you hurt your arm ?"- person would send Elizabeth to sleep. (This
O’Ke,v(witti a courtesy) "What, sir?" 11 Did she had told in her sleep.) Placin her
you hurt it with the weight ?" 41 1 don’t hands against his, palm to palm, he told her
know what you mean, sir,"-and certainly to push him down, and in the effort she
she did not appear to have the slightest speedily verified his statement. He then
knowledge of what had just occurred. Jane took her to the wall, and told her to press
O’Key, who had been taken out some time that. o result followed. He then took
before, was now reintroduced, and the in- her to a door, and, placing her hands on

stant she saw her sister she caught her round the pannels, directed her to push it down.
the wistr with every demoiistr. On the other side of the door he had pri-
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vately requested Professor Grant, who was
nearest to it, to place his hands. The girl
pnshed the door, and in a few seconds fell
asleep. This was performed in the ante-room
before a crowd of gentlemen who afterwards
testified to the fact.
(The remainder of our Report must be

given next week.)

CURE OF TORTICOLLIS BY SECTION
OF THE MUSCLE.

It our last Number we published some
remarks by M. J. Guerin on the cure of tor-
ticollis by section of the sterno-cleido-mas-
toid muscle. In the 11 Archives Generales,"
for May, 1838, we find an interesting me-
moir on the same subject by M. Fleury,
which was published before that of M.

Guerin, and of which the following is an
analysis :&mdash;
The author commences by a description

of two species of torticollis; one, generally
congenital, depends on a primitive change of
structure in the bones of the neck ; in the
second, the soft parts only are affected ;
this latter species of torticollis may depend
on a variety of causes, of which rheuma-
tism is by far the most frequent. In other
cases it is produced by neuralgia, tic dou-
loureux, &c.
Rheumatismal torticollis frequently af.

fects children, and is readily subdued by the
usual remedies employed against rheuma-
tism. On the contrary, spasmodic torticol-
lis, not connected with rheumatism, is some-
times a very obstinate disease. In most
cases it is produced by contraction of the
sterno cleido-mastoid muscle (Boyer), and
especially by the sternal portion of the mus-
c!e: but Stromeyer has seen the deformity
produced by the clavicular portion; and
Gooch mentions a case of torticollis occa-

sioned by spasm of the platysma myodes.
Numerous methods have been proposed

for the cure of torticollis. Mechanical
means generally fail. Stromeyer saw a child
on whom maclinery had been tried for three
years without the slightest advantage. In-
termi medicaments do not seem to act more
efficaciously, and an operation, generally
speaking, affords the only chance of a radi-
cal cure being obtained. But to what ope-
ration is the surgeon to have recourse ?

Buaisky, of St. Petersburg, regarding the
disease as a neuralgy, divided the two ac-
cessory nerves of Willis, but without pro-
ducing any effect. The division of the
affected muscle was next tried, but various
modes of operating were employed.
Some surgeons divided the skin, cellular

ti;sue, and muscles by successive strokes of
the knife, and this method has recently been

followed by Dupuytren, Roux, Magendie,
and Amussat.
The second process consisted in dividing

one of the tendinous attachments of the con-
tracted muscle. This was first done by
Roanhuysen in 1774, but soon fell into obli-
vion. It was taken up, however, by Du-
puytren, who repeated it with success in
1822, and again by Stromeyer, in 1836, since
which time the operation has frequently been
performed by the German surgeons.

After the preceding historical sketch, M.
Fleury proceeds to the detail of a case of
long-standing torticollis cured by division
of the tendon of the sterno-cleido-mastoid
muscle. A girl, nineteen years of age, after
frequent attacks of pain and convulsive
movements of the muscles of the neck, be-
came affected with torticollis. On the 3rd
of February, 1838, she entered the H6tl’
Dieu, where local treatment was employed:
without any effect; the patient was unwil-
ling to summit, to an operation, and went to
the H6pital St. Louis, in hope of deriving
benefit from the baths, but was again dis--
appointed. She now consented to an opera-
tion being performed, and this was done by
the author on the llth of March. The pa-
tient was seized with delirium and very
severe symptoms soon after the operation,
but these yielded to antispasmodics, and a
complete cure was obtained on the 20th of
March.&mdash;Jh’cA. G&eacute;n&eacute;ral., May 1838.

WOUND OF THE ASCENDING ARCH
OF THE AORTA.

SPONTANEOUS CURE.

THE following remarkable case shows to &deg;
what an extent the curative powers of na 
ture may occasionally be carried:-

J. H., 32 years of age, a strong robust sot-
dier of the Bavarian army, received in 1812,
a stab of a knife, which penetrated the chest
between the fifth and sixth ribs. The man
fell to the earth without consciousness, and
remained there for more than an hour expos-
ed to extreme cold. In this situation he was
discovered by Dr. Neil, of Bramberg, who,
although the patient seemed on the point of
death, thought it right to bring the edges of
the wound together, and had the man con-
veyed to the hospital. At the expiration of
two or three hours, the h&aelig;morrhage con-
tinuing abundantly, the man came to himself
but could distinguish nothing; he was af-
fected with an incurable amaurosis. After-
a few weeks the wound healed completely;-
the man now left the hospital, and to con-
sole himself for his infirmity gave himself
up to drink, which at length in 1813, brought
on a fatal pneumonia.
On examining the body it was found that 

the wound traversed the lungs completely
across, the entrance and exit of the knife


